Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus 

Historical Overview and Mission 

Founded in 2007, Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus is a non profit organization that aspires to promote the development of dance as a contemporary and interactive art form, taking as a starting point Cyprus’s location at the furthest south eastern European corner, bridging west and east – a crossing point between cultures. 
The strategy of Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus is threefold and is as follows:  
a) to enhance creativity and the artistic participation of young upcoming choreographers within its interdisciplinary approach so as to expand the choreographic field; 

b) to mobilize  political power for the necessary   infrastructures to support dance and dance artists; and 

c) to promote the organization of seminars, lectures and conferences for the theoretical support of the art of dance and dance artists within the contemporary arts context.

Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus has been one of the instrumental organizations working towards the creation of an official Dance House in Nicosia, an initiative that is currently on the agenda of the Ministry of Education and Culture and is of common interest to many organized dance groups in Cyprus. This initiative has recently been fully undertaken by the Cultural Services of the Ministry of Education and Culture  alongside the collaboration of the Municipality of Nicosia. The Municipality has supplied the State with the building that is to house the House of Dance in Nicosia. This building is the AGORA, the Old Market of Ayios Andreas, which in the last decades has been the base of the Experimental Stage of the Theatre Organization of Cyprus.

Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus’ committee members come from a wide field of interdisciplinary arts and culture. They uphold the vision for dance development as an interactive art form within the dialogue of the performance arts, and have formed smaller sub-committees made up of different groups of artists toward this purpose. 

Member of the European Dancehouse Network and the modul-dance Project
Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus became an affiliate member of the European Dancehouse Network (EDN) in 2009. www.ednetwork.eu During the following year, Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus became a partner in the EU-funded project modul-dance, which is set to run from 2010 to 2014 (www.modul-dance.eu). This marked an important milestone in the relations of Cyprus with the international dance scene and community. With members from 18 European countries, the modul-dance project aims to promote young choreographers during the various stages of their creative process. The project is led by Mercat de les Flors in Barcelona, Spain and is funded through the European Union’s Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 
Activities | 2007 – 2011 
1-10 December 2007 | Julyen Hamilton Workshop & Performance, Kastelliotissa Hall, Lefkosia.
4-9 December 2008 | SOLI: Two-day festival with participation from eight invited Cypriot choreographers, presenting and sharing the process and inspiration of their solo works with the audience. Mentored by invited guest dance artist Angus Ballbernie, UK, at Kastelliotissa Hall, Lefkosia.
24-31 March 2009 | From Improvisation to Composition: An exchange with Dr. George Rodosthenous, Director, Music Studies Department, Leeds University, UK. A research project with invited musicians, theatre directors, dancers and choreographers investigating the process from Improvisation to Performance.
7-8 November 2009 | Workshop with Karl Paquamar. Part of the 1st NO_BODY Dance/Movement & Performance Arts Festival.
21-22 November 2009 | 1st NO_BODY Dance/Movement & Performance Arts Festival organised in collaboration with the Nicosia Municipality, Pallas Theatre & Merkouri Hall.
8 May 2010 | Contemporary Dance Dynamics & Prospects: One-day conference organised as part of the celebrations of International Dance Day.
20-21 November 2010 | 2nd NO_BODY Dance/Movement & Performance Arts Festival organised in collaboration with the Nicosia Municipality, Pallas Theatre & Merkouri Hall.

8 May 2011 | Body & Soli: One- day conference dedicated to International Dance Day in Cyprus organised in collaboration with the International Theatre Institute at Myloi Cultural Centre, Kaimakli with nine dance & performance artists presenting  and sharing their work with Co-ordinator Avra Sidiropoulou,  Lecturer, Theatre Studies, University  Peloponissos University. 
16-18 June 2011 | Dance/Body at the Crossroads of Cultures: An international, interdisciplinary conference organized within the framework of the modul-dance project, in collaboration with the European Dancehouse Network (EDN) and the  Intercultural Department of Exeter University, UK, hosted at the University of Nicosia & Kastelliotissa Hall, Lefkosia. The conference featured lectures, workshops and performances from artistic and theoretical perspectives, internationally acclaimed key note speakers Rustom Bharucha and Guy Cools and participation of more than fifty local and international artists and researchers. 
Donations & Membership 
As a non-profit organisation, Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus relies on your generous contributions and support in order to achieve its goals. Should you wish to make a donation or become a member of Dance Gate please contact us at: 
Dance Gate Lefkosia-Cyprus
Address 
| 3 Roupel Street, 1105 Nicosia, Cyprus

Email
 
| dance.gate.lefk.cy@gmail.com
Website 
| www.cyprusdance.org 
| www.modul-dance.eu 
www.ednetwork.eu
Tel. & Fax 
| 7000 7046 & 00 357 777 046 


|  
